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Against the cuts? Then it’s People
H
time to join the marchers

! IT was good to see
Neil Kinnock, a former
Labour Party leader and
now a local resident,
signing the Islington
Hands Off Our Public
Services (IHOOPS)
petition against cuts in
public services (Has
Kinnock broken party
ranks? January 28).
Other residents should
follow his example by
joining IHOOPS to
campaign against
damaging Tory-Lib
Dem government cuts to
services and for
progressive alternatives
such as investment in
services and jobs and
cracking down on tax
avoidance.
Readers can do this
by joining our march at
noon on Saturday
outside the Odeon
cinema in Holloway
Road, by lobbying the
council at Islington
town hall, in Upper
Street, on the evening
of Thursday, February
17, and by supporting
the TUC march in
central London on
March 26.
I would urge readers
to attend these events
and join IHOOPS at
info@ihoops.org.
uk and help us oppose
cuts to people’s vital
public services.

GARY HEATHER
Joint chairperson, IHOOPS

Neil Kinnock signs up
! THE deficit is
costing us more than
£120million a day and
the Con-Dem
government is attacking
us all by slashing our
human rights to
education and decent
health care, destroying
jobs and stunting
economic growth and
only showing a very
little saving from it.
It’s absolutely
appalling that there is no
serious plan in operation
to drastically reduce the
deficit without savage
cuts hurting people, the
environment and the
economy.
Our defence against
the real threat of
terrorism has actually
been cut, as many

immigration officers at
airports and ferry
terminals have been
made redundant and the
police will be slashed.
The Con-Dems say
we must renew Trident
at a wasteful cost of
£90billion. Did anyone
tell them the Cold War
finished in the late
1980s with the break-up
of the former Soviet
Union, so why not scrap
Trident?
The war in
Afghanistan is a waste
of life and money. If the
might and regional
knowledge of the
Soviet Army could not
defeat the mujahideen
how then can we beat
the CIA-trained
Taliban?
And can we really
afford to pay billions of
pounds every year to
keep troops there?
There are also
hundreds of billions of
pounds in uncollected
taxes from the rich and
billions of pounds in
unpaid fines not even
pursued for in the
courts.
More taxes could
even be introduced for
the rich to raise more
revenue to pay off this
deficit.
It’s time we had more
common sense policies.

MARK STILL
N5

! ANYONE who thinks
this round of cuts and
redundancies will be the
last is mistaken. If the
government gets away
with these, it will come
down even harder next
time. It is determined
that we bear the brunt of
the crisis caused by the
bankers and those at the
top.
A lot of people seem
to think that, with the
present level of debt in
the country, these cuts,
painful though they are,
are something we just
have to accept. Others,
like a lot of councillors,
are trying to justify the
cuts but avoiding the
worst cases. As a result
we are getting different
groups fighting each
other in an effort to
avoid being the ones to
suffer.
The New Economics
Foundation estimates
that up to £100billion of
public money is lost
annually through tax
avoided, evaded or
uncollected.
This enormous
amount of money is
owed mainly by the
transnational
corporations, the
bankers, other
financiers and
extremely wealthy
individuals.
This world of high
finance is almost
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Taking all
the credit

! I HAVE just received
the latest issue of
Islington Life. The lead
article on the front page
informs me that
Islington Council has
managed to save
£36million “…over the
past two financial years
by becoming more
efficient and cutting
administration costs” –
that is, since the start of
the financial year
beginning April 2009,
which is 13 months
almost to the day before
the Liberal Democrats
lost control of the
council.
It is axiomatic that
organisational moves
towards increased
efficiency and costcutting cannot be
achieved by executive
fiat or by the proverbial
stroke of a pen and must
therefore have been both
planned and begun by

and under the Lib Dem
administration.
One suspects that
even a disinterested
observer would be
surprised by the
eagerness with which
the new administration
is taking credit for these
savings and presenting
them as totally its own
work.
Or would such an
observer be dismissed
scornfully as extremely
naïve?

PAUL M SMITH
Avenell Road, N5

for the fraud
investigation is the
police. Anything less
looks like a disgraceful
cover-up.
I would urge the
council to ask police to
intervene as soon as
possible. The situation
as it stands is
scandalous and is by
now well known to
large numbers of
residents.
The council is falling
into serious disrepute
over the issue.

ORIEL HUTCHINSON
Organising secretary,
Islington Conservative
Federation

Let police
investigate Priced out
of justice

! WHEN it comes to
allegations of fraud, the
issue of whether they
are investigated by
accountancy firm PwC
or Homes for Islington
(HfI) is a red herring.
Certainly, PwC should
be investigating HfI’s
incompetence, but the
only appropriate body

! THE Conservativeled government is
proposing to slash the
legal aid budget such
that those who cannot
afford to pay for legal
advice will be denied
access to justice.

Denying people
recourse to the law
means there is no
equality before the law,
one of the foundations
on which our entire way
of life is based.
To say that this is
unfair is a gross
understatement.
It is incumbent on us
to make clear to the
government that we do
not support these
changes.
We must ensure
everyone is treated
fairly under the law, no
matter who they are or
how much money they
have.
I urge Islington
residents to join Justice
for All (www.justice4all.
org.uk), a coalition of
legal and advice
agencies, charities, trade
unions, law firms,
community groups and
members of the public,
to show their support for
the campaign to protect
free legal advice.

CLLR LUCY RIGBY
Labour, Holloway ward

incomprehensible to
most working-class
people. To them,
someone earning around
£1,000 a week is “rich”.
But for the people at the
top of society, this is
chicken feed. While we
ignore these people and
put up with our lives
being disrupted, they
will get off scot free.
What can we do about
it? Well, there’s a limit
to what writing polite
letters, going on
peaceful demonstrations,
and so on can achieve.
We need to take some
direct action.
What form that direct
action takes is up to the
people themselves to
decide.
What has got to be
made abundantly clear is
that, if cuts are to be
made, they must be
made at the top of
society, not at the
bottom. After all, where
does all their wealth
come from, except from
the labour of those they
employ? There is no
other source of wealth.

olloway black cab
driver Janet Kinnin has
driven many celebrity
passengers, including actor
Timothy Spall and the late
comedian Dave Allen.
Janet, 47, prefers to work

beds range from £80 to £400
and who supplies housing
associations as well as private
customers, said trade is
beginning to improve after a
quiet period. “More and more
people are realising that you
can’t buy a bed on the internet.
You’ve got to sit on it and try it
out. It could be too soft or too
hard. Every bed is different. “
ctor Ben Porter, who is
A
currently starring in the
Alan Ayckbourn play Life of

all night when the roads
are clear and people are
generally in a good mood.
”It’s a great job because you
work for yourself and do
the hours that suit you. You
also meet fascinating
people who often tell you
all about their lives.”
ark Rose, 44, owner of
M
the Discount Furniture
store in Holloway Road, close to
the Nag’s Head, took a wellearned rest on one of his own
beds during a break in business
on Wednesday. Mark, whose

P WAGLAND
Brecknock Road, N19

Riley, has pressing issues to
deal with at home in Tufnell
Park. “Developers want to build
an extra single storey,

containing nine new flats,
above our block of unique
1930s private dwellings in
Tufnell Park Road,” he said. “It
will block out the light to some
residents and overlook others.
It will ruin the area around the
flats.” His objection is
supported by James Dunnett,
a member of the Islington
Society, who described the
scheme as “crude” and likely to
“ruin” the unique village green
appearance of the estate.

BILLINGSGATE MARKET
Open to the public
Tuesday to Saturday 5am to 8.30am

Billingsgate market is London and Europeʼs
premier wholesale inland fish market.
For the widest choice of quality shellfish,
fresh and frozen fish at the best prices.

All traders and members of the
public welcome
FREE PARKING

(Waterproof, strong non-slip footwear recommended)
Billingsgate market
Trafalgar way, Poplar, London, E14 5ST

www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/billingsgate

